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After studying death and dying at Kyoto University in the 1970’s, Carl Becker received his
PhD from the East-West Center of the University of Hawaii in 1981. Subsequently he
taught at Osaka, Tsukuba, and Kyoto Universities, the first foreign-born scholar fully
tenured and promoted as a civil servant in a Japanese national university. He has
received Fulbright grants and the SIETAR Award for Cross-Cultural Understanding. He
participates in projects of Japan's Ministry of Education, is consulted by news media, and
has been decorated by the Emperor of Japan for his studies of aging and dying in
Japanese culture.



