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Social-Medical
Collaboration
• From 2007 and onwards

• Embracing the Setting Sun Project (擁抱夕陽計劃)

• Join hand with Palliative Medicine Unit of 

Grantham Hospital.



Communication is key to quality EoL Care

• To voice out personal ideas or wills 

towards personal care plan 

• To make decision –

e.g. health care, Advance care planning 

• To  reassure meanings of life 



We serves: 

Aged People with
visually Impairment

People with Intellectual 
Disabilities (PIDs)

People with Severely 
Physical Handicapped.



People with Intellectual Disabilities, 
Who they are? What are they like?

Different in abilities

Little control over their life
(Sub-ordinate)

Being misunderstand, Being 
discriminate, Being ignore

Weak in communication



Plant                                     Fish                                           Life



Milestone

Research findings shown that PwIDs

could understand the concept of Death and Dying

(Amy Chow HKU 2013) 



Different means of interventions



Double -ageing

Aged PIDs

Service needs
(e.g.Ageing Home)



Family that face the issue of Double-ageing

• Both PIDs and their parents face the challenges 
of physical deterioration, death & dying.

• Parents worry the issue of care to their 
son/daughter after they passed away.

• Bereavement care is needed 



Close in bonding 
Parent/Son or Daughter relationship



Parents’ concern - Continues Care

Financial support -

Special Needs Trust

Helping hand – slibering, friend….?

Accomodation –

Community vs Residential 

home



Communication : Barriers Breakthrough

• Some can express themselves well.

• Some can be facilitated by different means, like story book, cue cards & 
non-verbal communication.

• Some may need carers’ help through observation in their daily living and 
knowing of them.



Don’ t conclude too fast that 
they know nothing about that.

• In Hong Kong, most of 
them being classified as 
Mentally Incapacitated 
Person (MIP), they 
don’t have legal right to 
sign the document.

• They have the right to 
know their future care, 
and to express their 
views about the 
arrangement and be 
listened.



Best wishes Booklet(星、願，家書)

Advance Care Planning (ACP) for PIDs



Life style & habits

Medical Care

Continue 
Support for living

Parents’ self planning

Funeral arrangement

Meaning of Life



They have their wishes, flavor &
life stories 

Steamed rice-roll – I have my last wish



Parents’ own needs

• Life and death education

• Psychological & Emotional support





Development of the Care Service

Life & Death 
Education

Comfort Care

Bereavement 
Care



More than Care

• To facilitate PIDs to know themselves, to have chance to expose in different life events

• To explore, to train-up, to shown up the abilities of PIDs in life, for example to express their will, 
to make choice and decisions on life events.

• To educate the public to know PIDs properly.

• The QUALITY OF LIFE lay the foundation of having the QUALITY OF DEATH

生如夏花之絢爛
死似秋葉之靜美

Let life be beautiful like 
summer flowers 

& death like autumn leaves. 

(Tagore)



They need to be respected, to be heard, to voice out their views
If they fail to perform them, let them learn.



Social Role – Can they be a Care-giver?

To their family, friends ……



in EoL Care

EoLC services should be for ALL.

Further to Residential setting, PIDs living in 
the community should also be care for.

More education and Training should be 
provided to social & medical practitioners 
to understand the needs of EoLC service of 
PIDs, and to enhance skills in communicate 
with them.

A good practice of the process in 
conducting Advance Care Planning should 
be promoted.

To set up Family support service in EoLC for 
family with PIDs. 



Give them support to 
be the Actor/Actress in 
their life (生命的主角).



You matter, 
People with Intellectual Disabilities matter too.



Holistic Care to patients 
and their family

• give support to patients so that 
they can have quality of life 
with dignity until the end of 
their life. 


