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Hospice Foundation of Taiwan (HFT)

• Jointly founded by   MacKay Memorial Hospital 

and Shuang-Lien Presbyterian Church in 

December 1990.

• The first foundation to promote hospice care and 

death education.
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• Educational lectures on hospice care for the public

Promoting hospice care in long term care units

Linking local hospice resources  to patients in need

Continuing education for professionals

Providing brochures and educational material 

Maintaining international connections and 
hosting conferences

HFT Missions
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Four Essential Components for 
Palliative Care Development in Taiwan

Hospice
Development in

Taiwan

Academic
Association

Government

NGO

National Health
Insurance
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Special people, special issues
2000-2009

Special people, special issues
2010-2019

1990-1999
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1990-1999  Infancy

Media

• The 1st rigorous market research
• TV commercials and posters

Senior Advertiser: Wang, Nianci
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1990-1999  Infancy

Events

• Small-scale publicity events
• Writing competitions, film festivals, etc.

Senior Editor: Li, Shujuan
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1990-1999  Infancy

• Promoting the palliative nursing profession
• Case-study discussions combining theory and practice

Professional Care Mother of Palliative Care in Taiwan: 
Chao, Co-Shi
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2000-2009

Special people, special issues
2010-2019

Special people, special issues
1990-1999

Organized People, Special Issue
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2000-

2009

Hospice Palliative 

Care Act

Adult signs a letter of intent

Close relative signs a consent

National Health 

Insurance

Hospice ward

Share care

Home care

Do-Not-Resuscitate,DNR
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*NHI: National Heath Insurance

For Terminally-Ill Patients

Community Hospice

Hospice Ward

Home Care Shared Care

Home / Care Center

Regular Visit

NHI* NHI*

NHI*

Hospice 
Ward
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2000-2009 Growth period

• The 2nd market research survey
• The Right Life-and-Death Attitude: Listening, talking, 

and watching

Media
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“Facing death by listening, talking, and seeing”
Breaking the taboo of talking about death

Advocacy of
Ideals
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2000-2009 Growth period

Events

• Targeted advocacy: Different approach for different 
target groups

• Children’s education
• Toll-free numbers
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Children’s picture books, cartoon animation,
theatre performances to develop life and 
death literacy from a young age.

Life Education
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2000-2009 Growth period

Events

• Targeted advocacy: Different approach for different 
target groups

• Children’s education
• Toll-free numbers
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2000-2009 Growth period

• Professional courses for medical personnel in 
various positions

• Sharing case studies

Professional Care
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Professional courses for medical 
personnel in various positionsCourses
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Special people, special issues
2000-2009

Special people, special issues
2010-2019

Special People, Special Issue
1990-1999

Organized People, Special Issue

Organized People, Organized Issue
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Cancer 

2000
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, ALS

2003 Non-Cancer

2009

“Hospice Palliative Care Act” for Terminally-Ill Patients 

Patient Right to Autonomy Act

2019 clinical status

• Terminally-ill                             •Irreversible coma

• Permanent vegetative state   •Advanced dementia

• Incurable diseases that include unbearable pain
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2010-2019 Metamorphosis

Media

• Change in medium with the rise of the internet
• Ahead of its times: “Patient Right to Autonomy Act”
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Patient Right to 
Autonomy Act 

The first patient-centered act: the right to know, 
to choose and to make personal medical 
decisions

23

Poster

Website

Video
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2010-2019 Metamorphosis

Events

• Large-scale events
• Celebrity sharing

• Developing tools for conversations on ACP
• Workbooks, games, and activities

Professional Care
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Material Aid for discussing life & death issues

Board Game -
Life Discovery Map

Sticker Workbook

Paper Cards -
Life Value 
Evaluation
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Celebrity Interviews Events and interviews with celebrities:
Starting the dialogue; bringing the topic to life

金鐘影后王琄 名導演/編劇吳念真 名作家小野
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A gift for self

General Public

A gift for your family

A gift not given in 
advance

Speaking proactively about death.
Preparing for death is a gift of love.
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Social Workers
Let Me Think

Nurses
Summertime Beer Party 

Educational administrator
Therapy Dogs Goodbye OBA!

Spiritual Care Providers
Amazing Grace / Love Fades Not

Music Therapists
Bedside Stars

Counselors
Life’s Bottom of the Ninth

Home Care Nurses
The Fisherman’s Sea

Doctors
Concert in the Ward

Total Care Providers
Bucket Lists

Internet Media Online videos to reach the younger generation

instawish.hospice.org.tw
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Crossing into Long-Term Care

Creating a channel for communication
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Conclusion
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Media

With changes in audio-visual formats and habits, a shift towards 
the internet and social media from more traditional television 
advertisements

With an increasingly open social atmosphere, a shift from 
communicating with small-size audiences to large-scale events to 
promote public awareness

Events

Professional Care

Building from scratch, and making continuous improvements
From hospice and palliative care, to patient right to autonomy, 
and extending to long-term care
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The Hospice Foundation is standing at the 
crossroads in its fourth decade, looking 
forward to the next steps and fearlessly 

moving forward.  
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2020-2029
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thanks for your attention

yiyinlin1023@gmail.com


