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Maureen P. Keeley (Ph.D., University of Iowa, 1994), is a Professor at Texas State University 
in San Marcos, Texas, USA. She conducts research and teaches communication classes 
focused on Interpersonal, Family, Nonverbal, Relational, End-of-Life Communication, and 
Relational Health. For over two decades, her program of research has focused on 
communication at the End-of-Life (EOL) encouraging and improving communication 
between family members and their loved ones who are terminally ill. She is considered the 
preeminent expert on “final conversations” and is at the forefront of EOL family 
communication research in the United States of America. Her published scholarship 
includes: 1 book*, 1 edited journal issue on EOL Family Communication for Behavioral 
Science, and 50 publications in International/National academic journals and/or edited 
books. *Her co-authored book with Dr. Julie Yingling titled “Final Conversations: Helping 
the Living and the Dying Talk to Each Other” (2007) won 3 National Awards. They are 
currently working on an updated edition of this book with 6 new chapters highlighting new 
findings that Dr. Keeley has discovered in the past 15 years. 


